these questions to trace a Foucaultian genealogy of the subject positions made available to Kurdish women within Turkish modernist discourse, which I argue to be both postcolonial and colonialist. Exploring the history of Kemalist disciplinary discourses and technologies in Turkey in the 20th century, I will discuss their effects on bodies (Foucault 1984: 63) and how the dynamics of postcolonial modernization and nationalism in Turkey have shaped body politics in the country. Analysing fantasies about the body and subjectivity of the modern Kurdish female subject, I will map the place of these fantasies in what Meltem Ahıska terms the Turkish 'hegemonic imaginary', 'the realm of significations and representations that constitute and provide a historical mode of social being for individuals in the society' that is 'hegemonic to the extent that it is reinforced by power relations as the dominant mode of being and channels the desires of people to appropriate that mode of being ' (2003: 370) . I will also discuss how the ostensibly failed performance of these young, female suicide bombers emerged as a parody of those fantasies, creating disappointment and a unique terror.
Catching the train: Turkey's postcolonial modernity
Turkey has never been officially colonized. Yet, following Stuart Hall's definition of 'postcolonial', Nükhet Sirman argues that Turkey is a postcolonial state. In his definition of the colonial, both as 'a system of rule, of power and exploitation, and […] as a system of knowledge and representation', Hall does not define postcolonial with reference to a particular space, but rather in a way that refers to global relations after the rise of globalization (1996: 254) . His focus is on the 'social and political context in which social relationships and the cultural concepts through which they are understood and interpreted are saturated with comparisons to societies and cultures that are deemed to be more developed' (Sirman 2004: 40) . With its clearly set goal of 'attaining the level of contemporary civilization' 1 -that is, the West -Turkey is very much a postcolonial context in Hall's sense of the term.
With the never attained yet constantly experienced desire to be modern, expressed by the still commonly used metaphor of 'catching the train', 2 Turkey's relationship with 'Western civilization' has been defined by a constant belatedness (Nalçaoglu 2002: 146) . The experience of postcoloniality was most intensely lived during the early years of the Republic under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk and the Republican People's Party's single-party regime , a period characterized by reforms in social, political, legal and cultural realms
